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NOMENCLATURE/SYNONYMS
Synonyms: None
DESCRIPTION
Botanical Glossary
Acer platanoides is a tree that usually grows to 12-18 m (40-60 ft.) in height, but can reach heights of 30 m (100 ft.). The bark of the tree is grayish and regularly and shallowly grooved. The palmately lobed leaves are opposite and have 5 to 7 sharply acuminate lobes (with large but few teeth). These leaves are 10-18 cm (4-7 in.) wide. The leaf petioles exude a white sap when broken. The leaves are usually green in color, but there are some cultivars that have dark red leaves. The fall color of the green leaves is yellow. 
HISTORY OF INTRODUCTION IN NEW ENGLAND
The first documented introduction of Acer platanoides to the northeast was by John Bartram of Philadelphia, in 1756. Bartram later offered it for sale in his garden catalogue in 1762. Multiple sources of seed from Europe were available shortly after this initial introduction (Norwalk & Rowan, 1990) .
HABITATS IN NEW ENGLAND
Early Successional Forest Forest Wetland Late Successional Forest Open Disturbed Area Roadside Vacant Lot Yard or Garden
Acer platanoides has a wide distribution throughout New England, in part due to its extensive planting as a street and ornamental tree. It has naturalized to nearby woods such as urban woodlots, forest edges and fragmented forests, and from there has moved on to less disturbed habitats.
THREATS
Acer platanoides is able to shade out native understory vegetation such as spring ephemerals, and eventually out-competes native tree species in the forest canopy. Thus, it can reduce native species diversity and change the structure of forest habitats.
MANAGEMENT LINKS
The Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group Invasive Plant Management Guide Comprehensive management information. 
DOCUMENTATION NEEDS
